

Religion 305


Church Visitation Report #

Name:

Date Submitted:



Date of Visit:

Name of Church:



Denomination of Church: (be specific)

1.  Physical Appearance. How is the sanctuary decorated (elaborate/simple etc.)? What is the shape of sanctuary? What is the most prominent thing in sight? Is art prominent (pictures, stained glass, etc.)? If there is art, what person, event, symbol, etc. is represented?

2.  Scripture. Was there a scripture reading? Was there more than one? What was the scripture?  Was it a prominent part of the service?

3.  Sermon. Was there a sermon or homily? Where does the speaker speak from (is it the same as the scripture reading)? Was the delivery lively and animated or was it a more traditional form of public address? What was the topic of the sermon? How would you evaluate the sermon, both in terms of style of delivery and content?

4.  Music. Was there any music? What kind of music was used (modern, classical, etc)? Were instruments used?  Which instruments? What hymns were sung? Did a choir sing? Was there other special music?

5.  Participation. Was the congregation active or passive? Was there congregational hymn singing?  Did the congregation join in any movement (kneeling, dancing, etc.)? For comments regarding congregation liturgies, see 6 below. Did the congregation participate in any other way than described above?

6.  Litanies. Were there litanies/responsive readings/creeds which the congregation participated in?  Describe it/them? What were these readings about (what was the content)?  

7.  Altar call. How did the service end? Was there any appeal to join the church? Was there any appeal for conversion? Was there an appeal to join the church at any other time in the service? If no to the above, was there an appeal to meet with staff members after the service?

8.  Sacraments/Ordinances. Did you observe any rituals which we call sacraments or ordinances (baptism, Communion, etc.)? How were these rituals structured? For communion, what were the elements (i.e., the eaten substances)?

9.  What item in the worship service was the most significant? You may be able to determine this by asking which item received the most attention? (for example: baptism, worship, eucharist or Lord’s Supper, preaching)

10. What about the service specifically, or the visit generally left you with questions? Any “why?” questions?

11. Was it a positive, negative, or neutral experience? Why?

