REL 491 

SENIOR RESEARCH PAPER

Due dates: 

A ten % point deduction from the Senior Paper’s grade applies for not meeting deadlines 1-4 (each time). Thus, each missed deadline penalizes your grade by 10% points. If you fail to meet the final deadline (#5), the penalty is 20%:
1. February 16, 2010: Approved paper topic with brief description (signed by both supervisors) 
Due: 1 hard copy in class 

2. March 2, 2010: Abstract, outline, and bibliography (signed by both supervisors)

Due: 1 hard copy in class 
3. April 6, 2010: Proofread papers 

Due: 2 hard copies due in class

4. April 8, 2010: Papers should be signed by the proofreader and returned to their owners

5. April 13, 2010: Final version 

Due: 2 hard copies in class & turnitin.com, 11:00am

See the syllabus for late penalties

The Assignment:  

The primary goal of the paper will be for the student to compose a scholarly examination of an issue or topic related to at least two of the areas of inquiry in the field of religion, while also relating it to the Kingdom of God. The student is encouraged to conclude with ministerial or theological application(s) if desired. The topic selection is entirely open to the student, but should be made in consultation with two professors, who will be the primary supervisors and graders of the paper. 

Areas of inquiry:

Church History, theology, biblical studies



Prof. Jodi Barnes

Ministry







Dr. Michael Duduit

Christian Ministry, education & management; world religions
Prof. Jim Motes

Biblical studies (esp. OT)





Dr. Danny Mynatt

Theology, Biblical studies (esp. NT), Reformation era topics
Dr. Ryan Neal

The paper should be prepared according to the steps outlined below.  
Instructions:
1. Choose a topic, approved by two professors, who will serve as supervisors.  

2. The professors will advise the student regarding appropriate resources and issues for exploration.  The student needs to utilize at least two journal articles for the paper using ATLAS, which is available in the library.  Failure to use at least two journal articles will result in a 10% point penalty.  

3.  Prepare a paper of 20-25 pages.   

4.  On "Proofreading Day," bring to class two print copies of your term paper: 1) an archive copy, and 2) a clean print copy, which you will give to another student for proofreading.  

a. This version of your paper will be a rough draft, but it should be substantially complete, particularly with regard to research and length. The proofreader should sign this paper, indicating that he/she did proofread your paper, and return it by the date specified on the Course Calendar.  

b. Failure to bring your paper to "Proofreading Day" will result in a 10% deduction.    
c. The proofreader’s failure to return the paper by the day specified on the Course Calendar will result in a 10% point penalty for the proofreader.

5.  Revise your paper in light of your proofreader's suggestions.  

a. The final form of your paper should conform to the the SBL handbook and the Common Errors for Research Papers and Other Written Projects handout.  

b. Pay close attention to matters of grammar, spelling, and documentation.  

6.  On or before the due date:

a. Submit the final form of the paper to turnitin.com, and 

b. Turn in a print copy which is exactly the same as the turnitin.com version. Attach the signed proofreader’s copy to the print copy. 

c. The paper will be worth 100 points (comprising 40% of your final grade). 

d. Failure to attach the proofreader's copy will result in a 10% penalty deduction. 

e. For the final submission, both the print and turnitin.com copies must be submitted by the due date; otherwise, there will be a 20% late penalty.

7.  Turnitin.com Information. Go to: www.turnitin.com

a. Course ID: 3066983
b. Password:  491REL
c. Registration: To create a new account, select “New Users” and follow the prompts.  

d. Submissions: Each time you submit/upload a document you will receive an email confirming the submission. If you don’t receive an email, you should assume that you did not make a successful submission.

e. Register early. The excuse that you could not get the system to work will not be acceptable.

Formatting guidelines:
All formatting should follow the current SBL handbook.

You should consult the “Common Errors in Research Papers” document (online)

Double-spacing

Font: 

Please consult with your supervisors as to their preferences.


A) Arial: 11-point (main text) & 9-point (footnotes)

B) Times New Roman: 12-point (main text) & 10-point (footnotes)
Required:

Cover Page
(on the cover page you should list both supervisors)

Bibliography

Avoid:
Folders, binders

You, we, us, our, I
contractions
GENERAL EVALUATION RUBRIC 

FOR 491 SENIOR PAPERS

THE SUPERIOR PAPER (A/A-)
Thesis: Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.

Structure: Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to point. Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.
Use of evidence: Sources are reputable and consulted sufficiently, and at least two journal articles are used. Primary source information used to buttress every point with at least one example. Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph. Excellent integration of quoted material into sentences. 
Analysis: Author clearly relates evidence to mini-thesis; analysis is fresh and exciting, posing possible new ways to think of the material.

Logic and argumentation: All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. Author anticipates and successfully defuses counter-arguments; makes novel connections to outside material (from other parts of the class, or other classes) which illuminate thesis.

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices.

THE GOOD PAPER (B+/B/B-)
Thesis: Identifiable, promising, generally clear, but lacking in insight or creativity.
Structure: Generally clear and appropriate, with no obvious problems of getting off-topic or wandering. Few, if any, unclear transitions, and perhaps a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences.
Use of evidence: Sources are reputable and typically consulted sufficiently, and at least one journal article is used. Examples used to support most points. Some evidence does not support point, or may appear where inappropriate. Quotes well integrated into sentences.

Analysis: Evidence often related to mini-thesis, with links typically established and clear.
Logic and argumentation: Argument of paper is clear, usually flows logically and makes sense. Some evidence that counter-arguments acknowledged, though perhaps not addressed fully. Occasional insightful connections to outside material made.

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; punctuation and citation style often used correctly. Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one run-on sentence, sentence fragment, or comma splice.

THE "NEEDS HELP" PAPER (C+/C/C-)
Thesis: May be unclear (contain many vague terms), too simplistic, appear unoriginal, or offers little creativity or imagination; insufficient basis around which to structure the paper.
Structure: Occasionally unclear and/or unfocused, and may wander or jump around at times. Few or weak transitions; some sections or paragraphs without a topic sentence. 
Use of evidence: Sources are cited or quoted, but in a cursory or minimal fashion, and/or no journal articles have been cited. Examples used to support some points. Points may often lack supporting evidence, or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). On occasion, quotes are poorly integrated into sentences. Some sources may be of low quality.
Analysis: Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to a main point or mini-thesis (or there is a weak mini-thesis to support), or analysis offers little (or nothing) beyond the quote or citation. Use of primary and secondary material appears to be an afterthought, used to simply fill a quota.
Logic and argumentation: Logic may often fail, or argument may be unclear. May not address counter-arguments or make any outside connections, or may make incorrect connections. May contain logical contradictions, or unsuccessfully resolve issues that undermine the thesis.

Mechanics: Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major). Several errors in punctuation, citation style, and spelling. May have several run-on sentences or comma splices.

THE "TRULY NEEDY" PAPER (D+/D/D-)
Thesis: Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point or implausible (due either to the merits of the thesis or the space allowed to cover it).

Structure: Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions are confusing and unclear. Few topic sentences.
Use of evidence: Insufficient use of sources and perhaps too heavily reliant upon poor sources or the internet for sources. Very few or very weak examples. General failure to support statements, or evidence seems to support no statement. Quotes not integrated into sentences; "dropped in" in improper manner. 
Analysis: Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence or research to argument; may be no identifiable argument, or insufficient evidence related to the argument.
Logic and argumentation: Ideas are inconsistent or do not flow at all, perhaps because there is no argument to support or because the paper is not developing a clear point. Simplistic view of topic; little or no effort to grasp possible alternative views. Logical contradictions at key points, or simply the argument is too incoherent to determine.

Mechanics: Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. Frequent major errors in citation style, punctuation, and spelling. May have many run-on sentences and comma splices.

THE FAILING PAPER: (Note: For upper-level classes, grades below C- constitute failure)
Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment. Very difficult to understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis. Has no identifiable thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis.
Senior Paper weight distribution 

Thesis: 



5%


Structure: 



10%
Use of evidence: 


25%
Analysis: 



20%
Logic and argumentation: 

25%
Mechanics: 



15%
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	Total Score:
	78.05


� Adapted from Patrick Rael, Bowdoin College. Original rubric located online: http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/grading%20rubric.htm 











