Common Errors in Research Papers and Other Written Projects

Below are some common errors made on student papers.  Examples are given for each category of grammar error; most of these examples were taken from actual papers.  

1.  The pages of the paper should be numbered.  Learn how to turn on "page numbering."

2.  Use 11-point type (Arial), 1 inch margins all around, and double spaced.  

3.  Documentation:  Follow the SBL Handbook in every way (put it under your pillow at night).

4.  Quotations.  Do not quote your sources unless the way (how) the author says something enables you to make a point.  If your point depends on what s/he says, summarize and cite.  Use direct quotations very sparingly since they indicate only that you can copy words, not understand them.    

5.  Spelling. Proofread for accuracy. Then proofread again for words that your spell checker will miss (e.g. prophet vs. profit).  Start adding "discipline-specific" words to your spell checker and your personal vocabulary (e.g. eschatological, Hifil, Erasmus, amanuensis).

6.  Sentence Fragments.  A sentence fragment is a sentence which lacks a subject or a main verb.  


a. No main verb.  Jude, a book of the New Testament.
b. No subject.  Say the author to be the brother of James, so the date would be between AD 80-90.
c. A subordinate clause as a sentence.  Although some scholars put the date between 90-140 CE.

d. A participial clause as a sentence.  Understanding that Jude is the brother of Jesus.
7.  Run-On Sentence.  This is a sentence where two sentences have been combined into one.


a. Comma splice.  These people are not really saved, they just play the role.  

b. Without comma.  It begins with the author then it tells of the importance of keeping your faith.
8.  Verb Agreement


a. Number of subject in relation to the verb.  Freedom begin on the cross.  

b. Participle in perfect tenses.  This is where many questions have arose.

c. Participle in passive voice.  Some scholars believe the book of Jude was wrote to Asia Minor.  (As a rule, avoid passive voice.)

9.  Split Infinitive.  In most cases, it is improper to an infinitive split.
10.  Dangling Modifier/Participle.  Moving on to verse 14, Jude quotes 1 Enoch.  ("Moving" refers to the author's organization; Jude is not moving anywhere.  The modifier must modify something in the sentence.)

11.  Possessives.  


a. Use possessives where necessary.  The author language is Hellenistic.

b. Don't forget to use an apostrophe in a possessive.  This soon changes with the authors sudden interest in the heretics.
c.   Distinguish between its (possessive adjective) and it's (contraction for it is).  Its about education!

d. Do not make a word plural by using an apostrophe.  No smoking in common area's!

12.  Confusing words that sound the same:  there, their, and they're; your and you're.  Their you go again, getting you're tongue pierced because there getting a nose ring; your a jerk.
