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I.  COURSE INFORMATION

REL 305: The Teachings of Jesus & Their Contemporary Application

Catalogue Summary: Study of the teachings of Jesus as represented in the New Testament and their interpretation and application, both historically and in modern American religious life; includes an emphasis on Christian ethics. Prerequisite: REL 105 & Junior status 

Location: Watkins 116
Time: MWF 9:00 OR MWF 12:30
II.  INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Professor: Dr. Ryan A. Neal, Assistant Professor of Religion
The best way to contact me is via email: E-mail: RNeal@andersonuniversity.edu  

Office: Watkins 107; Office Phone: 231-2052
Office hours: Contact me for an appointment

For grades, syllabus, and course schedule, see: www.ryananeal.com (Course: REL 305)

AU policy prohibits me from discussing or disseminating grades via email.
III. COURSE PURPOSE, GOALS, AND SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

Course Purpose and Goals: Following the close study of the Bible in Religion 105, this course seeks to show how Jesus’ teachings have shaped Christian thought and practice. The course begins with an overview of Jesus’ teachings in the New Testament, focusing on the uniqueness of his life, ministry, and teachings. The course will briefly introduce aspects of church history that help to show when (and how and why) the divisions in the church occurred and what differences of belief and practice distinguish these three interpretations of Christianity. The course ends with a focus on ethics, including bio-medical ethics; divorce & remarriage; global issues; race relations, and many more. 

Learning Objectives/Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Locate the teachings of Jesus within their original Jewish setting and identify their ethical impact

2. Illustrate how various Christian traditions have interpreted the teachings of Jesus in the expression of their doctrines

3. Appraise how these different traditions have related with one another from their origins to their contemporary expressions in American religious life

4. Relate rudimentarily the Bible, and specifically the teachings of Jesus, to a Christian perspective/ethic on select contemporary moral problems 

5. Evaluate and support their own responses to selected Christian traditions in accordance with student participation in those worship services

IV. METHOD(S) OF ASSESSING ACHIEVEMENT OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1) Quizzes 25% (6 quizzes: typically 35 pts each). See the course schedule online. Readings provide necessary background for lectures and will offer opportunities for class discussion, questions, and comments.

2) 3 Exams 51%. Exam 1: Short answer, multiple choice, T/F, fill-in-the-blank, matching, listing. Covers class notes, PowerPoint, class discussion and the textbook readings for the teachings of Jesus and denominations. Exam 2: Questions on ethics, ethical issues, and contemporary dilemmas. Final exam: Covers the course in its entirety. Failure to take the final exam will result in a 10% deduction from your final course grade.
3) Group Project 14%. Groups of 3-4 students work on a presentation pertaining to an ethical issue/question. Detailed instructions to follow once course enrollment is settled.

4) Church Visit Reports and Reflective Paper 15% 

Part 1: During the semester each student must attend three (3) separate regular, typical worship services of three (3) different Christian churches, as outlined below. After each visit, students will write a 1-page single-spaced report, answering the questions included on the visitation form (see the course web-page). These responses are due with the final reflective paper (consult the course calendar). If you do not turn in all 3 church visit reports, you will receive only half credit for your final reflective paper. Be sure to include the order of worship (bulletin) from your visit. 

Part 2: Additionally, the student will compose a typed, reflective paper (minimum of 6 pages – maximum of 7 pages), 11 point Arial font, double-spaced, 1 inch margins) integrating these experiences and course notes/readings with the student’s own tradition. Your grade will derive substantially from this final paper. Paper Template: devote 1/3 of your paper to each section: I. one’s background (denominational loyalty) and/or understanding of “church” before this class; II. the three visits, and III. one’s new understanding of “church” after this class and these visits. Students should consult their three visit-reports in composing this paper, but the material in the final paper should be more analytical and should be organized around central impressions/themes about the different Christian traditions, not a repetition of the church visit reports. Here are a few guiding questions to consider for part II of the paper: What did you like or dislike about the church visits? Did anything surprise you? Were you surprised by the amount (either large or small) of people in attendance? How did the architecture or music make an impression on you? Students will, as much as possible, identify themselves with one group and then decide to visit three other groups. You may not visit a church from your own denomination. You must visit one Catholic church and one Pentecostal church. Thenyou’re your third visit, choose another that is not your own:

A. Catholic
B. Pentecostal tradition
C. Episcopalian; Lutheran
D. Presbyterian E. Baptist

F. Methodist
G. nondenominational

H. Eastern Orthodox 

Not all denominations are included here; please consult with the professor if you have a question about where to include a particular tradition or church. Be sure to review the form prior to your visit; make only brief notes during the service; it would be best to fill out the form immediately afterwards. It is beneficial to introduce yourself to the minister after the service (or perhaps the week following) if you have questions. Students must show complete respect for the congregations they visit; students are representing not only themselves but also Anderson University. You are a guest, and as a guest you should only observe; if you wish to lodge a criticism this should only occur in your paper, if at all. Students will be penalized severely for disrupting services.

5) Class sessions will include lectures and discussion. Students are expected to participate in discussion constructively and appropriately (especially in the ethics section). Your participation in class discussions will enrich the class. 

6) Although unlikely, I reserve the right to restructure and reschedule the above requirements, dates, and percentages according to the changing educational needs of a particular class. Such changes will be discussed in class in advance.

V.  STUDENT FEEDBACK AND GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Grades are earned on the standard 10-point scale (see the precise numbers below).

A = 89.5-100 

B = 79.5-89.499 

C = 69.5-79.499 

D = 59.5-69.499

F = 59.499 & below 

VI. CONTENT OUTLINE

Course Intro Trull, pp. 55-66
Unit I: Jesus’ Teachings & Denominations

Incarnation and the Kingdom of God: Matthew 3-7; 11; 13; Luke 1-4; John 1; 3-4, 18
Other Aspects of Jesus’ Teaching on the Kingdom: Rom. 14.17; 1 Cor.4.20, 6.9-10, 15.50; Eph. 1-2; 

Phil. 2; Col. 1.13
Parables: Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 10.25-37, 15, 16.19-31, 18. 9-14, 18.18-30, 22-24

Lord’s Supper; Baptism: Jesus’ baptism; Commission (See PPT slides for references)
Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Pentecost
The Foundation and Mission of the Church: Mark 14.43-56, 15.1-47; 16.1-20; Matt 26.47-58, 

26.69-75, 27.1-66; 28.1-20; Lk 22.47-71, 23.1-56; 24.1-53; Jn. 18.2-39-19.42 20.1-31, 21;

Acts 1.3-12; Acts of the Apostles 1-15; Trull, pp. 66-80
Catholicism and Orthodoxy: Bell, 28-42
The German Reformation: Bell, pp. 85-128

The Swiss Reformation: Bell, pp. 129-161

The Counter-Reformation: Bell, pp. 225-40
Anglicans, Presbyterians and Lutherans: Bell, pp. 163-209
  
Baptists and Methodists: Bell, pp. 211-224, 273-301


The Reformation and the American Revolution: Bell, pp. 303-342
Protestantism Today: Bell, pp. 343-355

Pentecostalism & African-American expressions of Protestantism

UNIT II: CHRISTIAN ETHICS
Ethics Intro 

Life & Death: abortion & capital punishment 

Bio-medical Issues: euthanasia, genetic engineering, procreation, cloning 

War & Peace: war, terrorism, torture, violence, pacifism, gun control

Global Issues: capitalism v. communism; East v. West; famine 
Universal Issues: lying; cheating; poverty; gambling 

Marriage & Sexuality: Divorce & remarriage; authority and submission in marriage; homosexuality;

pornography 

Human Equality: Gender equality; racism; affirmative action; racial profiling


VII. METHOD(S) OF INSTRUCTION 

The first unit of this course will be mostly lecture, with student comments added as necessary. 

The second unit will be primarily instructor-led discussion, based on ethical topics and the assigned readings.

VIII. ASSIGNMENTS AND COURSE CALENDAR.
The following dates and assignments are currently on the course webpage. Although unlikely, please allow for a reasonable adjustment (typically no more than 2 class periods) to this schedule, as inclement weather and the needs and pace of the class permit. Adjustments will be announced in class and posted online.

3 Exams
EXAM I:  Jesus’ Teachings & Denominations (3/1) 



EXAM II: Essay questions covering ethical issues/dilemmas (4/21)



EXAM III: Final (TBA)
6 Reading Quizzes All readings are posted online.



Quiz 1: 1/20; Quiz 2: 1/27; Quiz 3: 2/3; Quiz 4: 2/20; Quiz 5: 3/10; Quiz 6: 3/24 
Group Presentations 
Fri  4/9 
Groups 1-2 

Mon 4/12 
Groups 3-4 

Wed 4/14
Groups 5-6  

Fri  4/16
Groups 7-8 

Mon 4/19
Groups 9-10 (& any makeup presentations)
Church Visitation Paper (with 3 church visits) Due at the beginning of the final exam for your class

section
IX. TEXTBOOK(S) AND SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS 

3 Required texts:

1) The Bible -- any modern translation (no paraphrases). Recommended and preferred: NRSV.

2) Bell, James and Sumner, Tracy. The Complete Idiot’s Guide to the Reformation and Protestantism. New York: Alpha Books, 2002. 
3) Trull, Joe. Walking in the Way. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1997. 
X. COMPUTER AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY USAGE

1) Regularly consult the course email page (www.ryananeal.com) for assignments, readings, and the schedule. 
2) Students should prepare all written assignments with a word processor. 

Format: Arial, 11-pt font, 1 inch margins. 
3) All students are expected to establish and maintain an email address on the Anderson University email system. Students are expected to check their email at least once each week during the fall and spring semesters. Students are responsible for all material, assignments, and announcements sent by email. Ignorance of course requirements, instructor statements and directions, and University announcements or policy statements sent through University e-mail is not an acceptable excuse for failure to meet the requirements of a course or to adhere to University policy. 

XI. COURSE POLICIES 

LATE PENALTIES:
These penalties do not apply to official AU absences. Please contact me in advance of such absences, and we can work out a schedule for you to complete any assignments.

• If you miss any assignment or presentation for any reason other than a school sponsored activity, your grade will be reduced immediately by 20%. 

• Make-up exams are typically different from the scheduled exam and there is no opportunity for bonus points. Late penalties apply, accordingly: an automatic 20% deduction, and then a further 5% each class, until it is taken. 
• Quizzes may be taken late, with an automatic 20% deduction, and then a further 5% each class period, until it is taken. If you know you will miss a quiz, you may take it early to avoid these penalties. 

1) Makeup procedure: If you miss an assignment because of a scheduled school event (sports, choir, trips, etc.), you will need to notify me in advance (give me a list of dates at the first of the semester) and schedule a makeup.

2) The following absentee policy applies for REL 305 (MWF)
This course is best when students attend and participate and contribute to the class. This is especially true for Unit 2, which is a discussion of current ethical issues, and relies on student input.
In the event of an absence, students will be held responsible for any material covered, any announcements made, and any assignments given. 

i. Any absence due to a school-sponsored activity allows you to make up any missed work, but arrangements must be made in advance. 
ii. Arriving 15 minutes late or leaving 15 minutes early is an absence, not a tardy.
iii. 80% rule is in effect: you must attend 80% of the course in order to receive credit for the course

Absences #1-8: no penalty

Absence #9: 10% deduction from the final grade 

The tenth absence, according to the current AU catalog, results in an automatic failure for the course. You are responsible for keeping track of your absences; do not expect a warning when you are close to the limit. 
Absences due to a school-sponsored activity allow you to make up missed coursework and assignments, but the above penalties still apply. 

3) Travel:  

NOTE: This course requires travel to off campus sites.  AU does not provide transportation, therefore the student is responsible for making their own arrangements for all off campus travel.
4) Disruptive Behavior: I reserve the right to dismiss a student from class who is engaged in any disruptive behavior. Such dismissal will count as one (1) absence. This policy includes (but is not limited to) text messaging, excessive talking, and answering a cell-phone call. There is a zero-tolerance policy on cell phone usage. You may discuss extenuating circumstances with me prior to class.

 

NOTE: This course entails discussion of controversial topics in the field of ethics, such as: race relations, human sexuality, divorce, war, violence, the role of religion in politics. It also encourages discussion of various church groups and denominations. None of these topics or discussions is designed or intended to be negative to any individual or group. The class promotes honest and open exchange of ideas, with a view to truthfully understanding an issue, which will require sensitivity at times during discussion. Because the university classroom is a place designed for the free exchange of ideas, we will frequently encounter the opinions of others which may seem novel and, occasionally, outlandish. We should show respect for one another in all circumstances. Part of the learning experience will be the opportunity to hear other opinions and/or interpretations of the assigned readings and church visits. We should show respect for one another by exhibiting patience and courtesy. Belligerence of another’s views will not be tolerated.
5) Computer Usage policy.

i) All laptops brought into class must remain closed and turned off unless you follow the guidelines below.
ii) If you wish to use a laptop, you must turn it on before class begins and show me that you are using the laptop for educational purposes (e.g. taking notes, looking up Bible translations, following the prepared class notes, etc.).

iii) At any point during class, I reserve the right to view your screen and the use of your laptop.

iv) If you are not using your laptop for educational purposes (e.g. gaming, checking email, etc.), I will ask you to leave the class for the class period.  You will lose laptop privileges for the remainder of the course.
6) Cell phone usage.

i) All cell phones should remain unseen and unused during class unless you follow the guidelines below.
ii) If you need to use or view your cell phone, you must seek prior permission from me, each day. These issues will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Use of your cell phone without following rules i & ii above will result in the following actions: I will ask you to leave the class for the class period. You will lose both laptop and cell phone privileges for the remainder of the course (since you seem incapable of following technology rules).
7) Honor Code:  Each student must complete written assignments individually (no roving eyes) and draw only from personal study (no cheating of any kind: cheat sheets, notes written on body parts). If I discover that a student is cheating, the grade for that assignment will automatically be a zero (0), and the offence will be reported to the Vice President of Student Services. If it is the first offence of academic dishonesty at AU, the highest grade the student can earn in the course is a C, regardless of the final average of the coursework. If it is the second AU academic dishonesty offence (regardless of the course, semester, or the instructor involved), the student will automatically fail the course. Students should read and follow carefully the Academic Honesty/Dishonesty Policy in the Student Handbook. 

Anderson University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession or dissemination of examinations (or examination materials), forgery, or plagiarism. (Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work.)

XII. LEARNING FACILITIES AND RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS PERTINENT TO COURSE

Academic Assistance: The Tutoring Lab in Watkins employs tutors for this course. If you are experiencing difficulty, take advantage of this service. Start early.

 

Enrolling in this course enters you into an unwritten contract that you will do your work diligently, participate in class discussions, approach class assignments and meetings respectfully, and abide by the rules detailed in this syllabus.  Those who are inattentive, discourteous, and poorly-read will be penalized while those who are attentive, courteous, and well-read will be rewarded.
PAGE  
2

