REL 321, ANDERSON UNIVERSITY


SECTION A, SPRING 2010


Dr. Neal
I. COURSE INFORMATION

REL 321: Life and Letters of Paul

 
II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Professor: Dr. Ryan A. Neal
Office: Watkins 107 

Email: RNeal@andersonuniversity.edu
Office hours: Posted on my office door 

Webpage: www.ryananeal.com


III. COURSE PURPOSE, GOALS, AND SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES / OUTCOMES

Learning Objectives: Upon successful completion of the course, the student should be able to:
1) Demonstrate a knowledge of the basic elements, structure, and content of Paul’s theology, based in his NT writings.  

2) Demonstrate and evaluate various approaches to several key doctrines in Paul’s theology.  

3) Demonstrate an understanding of important theological concepts which emerge from the

    NT writings, specifically related to Paul’s writings.
4) Exhibit proficiency in writing academically.
5) Use library resources for the study of Pauline material.

IV. METHOD(S) OF ASSESSING ACHIEVEMENT OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Monitor the REL 321 page at www.ryananeal.com for course updates as assignments and due dates are subject to change.  

1) Briefs  1 page assignments; 1.5 or single-spacing; 1 inch margins; Arial, 11-point font. Occasionally, a brief will be assigned with only 48 hours’ notice. You should check the course webpage as due dates and assigned briefs are subject to change. Briefs are intended to focus the students’ attention on a relatively small amount of material or subject matter and become thoroughly familiar with it. Writing briefs teaches students how to improve their critical, theological thinking, since a well-written brief is the fruit of a combination of reading, thinking, and writing well. Briefs provide the opportunity to develop the critical and reflective capacity necessary for theological thinking and to teach writing skills. Briefs that are purely informational will not merit high scores. See the Brief Tips sheet online for further guidelines and suggestions.

Grammatical, spelling, and spacing errors incur a 1 point deduction per infraction for written assignments. Class discussion will follow the briefs and reading assignments. Late penalties apply (see gray box below).

2) Live (or pop) briefs Typically 1 page assignments, comprising a variety of question formats: essay, short answer, matching, T/F, and/or multiple choice. These pertain to the current topic of discussion and the relevant readings. If a student misses the live brief (due to tardiness or an absence) and makes-up a live brief, the grade is penalized by 50%. Exceptions: official AU absences.

3) Quizzes There are no quizzes scheduled. If students are not reading, however, there will be reading quizzes covering textbook readings and selections from the Bible. 36 hours prior to the quiz, students are required to submit 2 questions from the assigned readings, to turnitin.com. They must be in T/F, multiple choice, or short answer form. They must include the correct answer, with the accompanying page number. A 10% deduction will apply to the relevant quiz for each question that is not submitted or in suitable form.

4) Debates Students will be divided into groups. The size and number of groups will depend on class enrollment. Each group will debate one side of one brief topic. Details will be provided in advance.
5) Research Paper See the instruction sheet on the course webpage. Full details will be provided by Monday March 8, 2010.
6) Final Exam The final exam (TBD) covers the course in its entirety. A 10% penalty will apply to any student who does not complete the final exam.
V. STUDENT FEEDBACK AND GRADING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Grading Scale: Standard 10 point scale
A = 89.5+ = Excellent 

B = 79.5-89.499 = Good

C = 69.5-79.499 = Average    Note: C or above constitutes passing for upper-level REL courses
D = 59.5-69.499 = Below Average

F = 59.499 & below = Deficient in most respects
VI. CONTENT OUTLINE

Based on the needs of the course, the order is subject to revision. See the brief schedule which dictates the general flow of the course. 
VII. METHOD(S) OF INSTRUCTION 

The course will be a mixture of lecture and instructor-led discussion, based on readings and briefs. Students should come prepared to discuss the given topic and ask questions.

VIII. ASSIGNMENTS AND COURSE CALENDAR

Although unlikely, the professor reserves the right to alter, add, or delete requirements of the syllabus based upon the professor’s judgment of what is best for the educational purposes of a particular class. Changes in class requirements and their influence on the final grade for the course will be discussed in class.
See above (IV) for details of these assignments & the webpage for full assignment details and due dates.
Briefs will be assigned regularly throughout the semester
Debates

Research Paper 

Final exam 
IX. TEXTBOOK(S) AND SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS 

1) Dunn, James. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1998. 

2) Any modern translation of the Bible (NASB, ESV NRSV, NKJV)

X. COMPUTER AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY USAGE

Students are expected to prepare all assignments on a computer using a word processing program such as Word. All of your work should be backed up on your own flashdrive. Also you are encouraged to correspond with your professors through e-mail (we check it daily); it’s an efficient means of getting answers to questions you may have concerning your work in this class. Due to privacy concerns: AU policy prohibits professors from discussing grades via email.

AU E-Mail policy: All students are expected to establish and maintain an e-mail address on the Anderson University e-mail system. Students are expected to check their e-mail at least once each week during the Fall and Spring semesters. Students are responsible for all material, assignments, and announcements sent by e-mail. Ignorance of course requirements, instructor statements and directions, and University announcements or policy statements sent through University e-mail is not an acceptable excuse for failure to meet the requirements of a course or to adhere to University policy.
Course Webpage Policy: By extension the course webpage serves as an expansion of the syllabus providing due dates, assignment details, and all relevant documents. All students are expected to check the course webpage weekly. All assignments and due dates are posted on the course webpage. Changes will be announced in class, but students are expected to keep track of any changes posted online.

XI. COURSE POLICIES 
1) All coursework (except for the final exam) should be turned in or completed later than 5:00pm on Monday April 26, 2010. No coursework will be accepted after this date.

2) To avoid late penalties (see the gray box, below), please note the following 2-part submission rules for written work: 

1. It is mandatory that you turn in all written assignments to turnitin.com, unless specifically instructed otherwise. 
2. Turnitin.com  Course id: 3063483 
password: 321REL 

Unless specified otherwise: All written assignments are due by 11am on the due
date. 11:01am is considered late. Late submissions to turnitin.com will be assessed late penalties. Submission style: EWhitaker Brief 1.doc 

3. You should bring a hard copy of your assignment to class so you can refer to it for class discussion and/or turn it in to the professor. Failure to bring assignments to class (on their due date) will incur a late penalty, even if you have submitted the assignment to turnitin.com on time. Assignments will not be graded until you submit a hard copy.

LATE PENALTIES: 

Turnitin.com submission is MANDATORY and is used to judge assignment submission.
• All assignments turned in late incur an immediate grade deduction of 20%. A further 5% reduction applies for each subsequent class period (except for live briefs; see below). 
• If you miss an assignment or presentation for any reason other than a school sponsored activity, your grade will be reduced according to the policy stated above. 

• Because of the “pop” nature of Live Briefs, more severe penalties apply. Unless an official school-sponsored activity is the cause of the absence, or prior permission was granted by the professor, if a live brief is missed and then completed at a later time, it is subjected to an immediate 50% penalty, and a further 10% reduction each subsequent class period. 
3) Makeup procedure: If you miss an assignment because of a scheduled school event (sports, choir, trips, etc.), you will need to notify me in advance (give me a list of dates at the first of the semester) and schedule a makeup. You may “re-take” a live brief, subject to the penalties above. You must complete the appropriate AU form to complete makeup assignments.
4) Attendance Policy: In the event of an absence, students will be held responsible for any material covered, any announcements made, and any assignments given. 

Arriving 15 minutes late or leaving 15 minutes early is an absence, not a tardy. 
Absences: 1-6 = no penalty

Absences: 7-9 = 3% penalty per absence from the final grade

The tenth absence, according to the current AU catalog, results in an automatic failure for the course. 80% rule is in effect: you must attend 80% of the course in order to receive credit. According to University policy, if a student is absent more than three times the number of class meetings per week, the student will not receive credit for the class. This policy is strongly enforced. 
Absences due to a school-sponsored activity allow you to make up missed coursework and assignments, but the above penalties still apply. 

Tardies: Students who miss roll call are responsible for ensuring that after class the absence is changed to a tardy, by submitting to me a piece of paper with their name, class, and date at the end of the class period in which they were tardy. Leaving class early will also count as a “tardy.” 

Being late to class due to computer problems, turnitin.com problems, etc is not a valid excuse and does not excuse the tardy.

For each unit of three tardies your final grade will be penalized by 1% point. 
5) Honor Code:  See the Student Development Guide for the current policies and procedures for Academic Dishonesty. Anderson University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession or dissemination of examinations (or examination materials), forgery, or plagiarism. (Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work.)

Each student must complete written assignments individually (avoid all forms of academic dishonesty). If I discover that a student is cheating, the grade for that assignment will automatically be a zero (0), and the offence will be reported to the Vice President of Student Services. If it is the first offence of academic dishonesty at AU, the highest grade the student can earn in the course is a C, regardless of the final average of the coursework. If it is the second AU academic dishonesty offence (regardless of the course, semester, or the instructor involved), the student will automatically fail the course. Students should read and follow carefully the Academic Honesty/Dishonesty Policy in the Student Handbook. 

Statement of Academic Dishonesty for Student Generated Quiz Questions  Sharing questions with other class members prior to the quiz will constitute an act of Academic Dishonesty. The penalty for such an act will be a 0 for the relevant quiz, both for the presenter and for any students receiving the questions. The Vice President of Student Services will receive a report of the incident.

6) Disruptive Behavior: I reserve the right to dismiss a student from class who is engaged in any disruptive behavior for using the computer for non-class purposes. Such dismissal will count as one (1) absence, per incident. This policy includes (but is not limited to) text messaging, excessive talking, and answering a cell-phone call. There is a zero-tolerance policy on cell phone usage. You may discuss extenuating circumstances with me prior to class.
7) Computer Usage policy.

i) All laptops brought into class must remain closed and turned off unless you follow the guidelines below.
ii) If you wish to use a laptop, you must turn it on before class begins and show me that you are using the laptop for educational purposes (e.g. taking notes, looking up Bible translations, following the prepared class notes, etc.).

iii) At any point during class, I reserve the right to view your screen and examine your laptop to see how it is being used.

iv) If you are not using your laptop for educational purposes (e.g. gaming, checking email, etc.), I will ask you to leave the class for the class period.  You will lose laptop privileges for the remainder of the course.
8) Cell phone usage.

i) All cell phones should remain unseen, unheard, and unused during class unless you follow the guidelines below. 

ii) If you need to use or view your cell phone, you must seek prior permission from me, each day. These issues will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

Use of your cell phone without following rules I & ii above will result in the following actions: I will ask you to leave the class for the class period. You will lose both laptop and cell phone privileges for the remainder of the course (since you seem incapable of following technology rules).
PLEASE NOTE: Because the university classroom is a place designed for the free exchange of ideas, we will frequently encounter the opinions of others which may seem novel and, occasionally, outlandish. We should show respect for one another in all circumstances. Part of the learning experience will be the opportunity to hear other opinions and/or interpretations of the assigned readings. Therefore, we should show respect for one another by exhibiting patience and courtesy. Belligerence of another’s views will not be tolerated.

9) Do not abuse these privileges. 

Food: No food allowed. Exceptions: Red Vines (not to be confused with the more popular, but less tasty Twizzler), Hot Tamales, and Chick-fil-A (when there is enough for me). 

Beverages: allowed.  
XII.
LEARNING FACILITIES AND RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS PERTINENT TO COURSE

If you are having difficulty with the course content, format, and/or assignments, contact me immediately.
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